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of aids, court chamberlains, and other court func-
tionaries in occidental uniforms, while the Empress
was in a Parisian costume and attended by a single
maid of honor, who served as interpreter.

Both their Majesties spoke in Japanese. But
while the Emperor's interpreter translated his re-
marks in an ordinary tone of voice, the Empress's
interpreter never addressed her above a whisper.
What a contrast was my reception to that of the
other American commodore who had cast anchor in
the Gulf of Yeddo forty-four years previously! One
commodore was regarded with an apprehensive con-
sternation, only rivalled in degree by the cataclysmic
changes in beliefs, customs, and policy of which he
was the precursor; while the other was welcomed with
all the amenities of modern times. The one, after
vexatious delays, was allowed to meet the represent-
atives of an invisible and impotent Mikado; while
the other was openly received by a constitutional
monarch. The one landed in a country secluded in
insular oriental isolation, while the other debarked
in a thriving port open to the commerce of the world,
from which he travelled to Tokio by rail. Of all
the changes which the world has seen in the last
century, none has been so phenomenal as that so
splendidly accomplished by Japan since the memo-
rable visit of Commodore Perry.

This audience with the Emperor established pleas-
ant relations with the court and many Japanese offi-